i e

\

1
THE EAGLE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 1849¢, 1

A POLITICAL QUESTION.

Statehood for New Mexico In the
Balance,

Its Admission Will Depend On the Result
af the Coming Election.

Probably before the next iggne of Tig
Eacig comes from the press, congress
will hnye adjourned and the last glim-
mer of hope that the senate will pass the
bill for the admission of New Mexico
into the union, at this session, will have
disappeared,

Althongh New Mexico has been knock-
ing for wlmission into the union for
forty years and hills for its admisgion
have passed both houses of congress
differant times, it appears now as thougl
ite admission depended on the vesult of
the eleetion in November.

The democratic mujority in the senate
is very narrow and it is liable to he re-
dueed rather than increased aiter the
next session of congress, The demo- |
erats in the senate are moving cantions-
by and I'do not think that the demoerats
of that hranchof the New Mexico legis-
lature eare to act on the bill for the ad- ‘
mission of New Mexico until they nre |
satisfied that the territory is safely dem- |
ocratic.  This, I wdmit, s not justice 1o |
the people of New Mexico, bot the!
rights of the residents of this territory
are not to be congidered in this matter, .
The only question in relation to the hill
for the admission of New Mexico which
democratic senntors are considering are
those in relation to the politics of the
territory.

The fitness of New Mexico for admis-
sion to the wnion wis years ago deter-
mined in the affirmative, when, af
different times, o majority of hoth
hionges voted to admit the territory, The
situntion with regard to the admission
of this territory is not different from the
conditions surronnding other territories |
which have een admitted in recent |
vears,  The party in power has admitted
those territories Whieh it wis believed |
would strengthen the party in congress
and helpin the electoral college, Terei- |

fories  huving  less  population, less
wenltly, @mnller aren and fewer natureal
resonrees than New Mexico linve heen
tlmitted into the union by the repubili-
cans when they were in power and, ot
the game thme New Mexivo was refused
admission.

Sinee 1882 New Mexico has been safely
democratic, bt at the election two years
ageo Joseph's majority was much smaller |
than it had beéen in any  previous elee-
tion and that fact has  doubtless had
some influence on the action of the dem-
ocratic senate. 1 do not donbit that sen-
ators have fears that theterritory is too
evenly halaneed politieully to risk the

possibility of its sending two republican I
genators to Washington who would, in
all probubility, wipe out or nearly wipe
|nnl the narrow majority which the dem-

orats will have in thie senate after the A, S, S,
drd of next March. WU
Whether the reduced majority at the A, A, "“%
(last election was on account of a change WUYY
in political sentiment or & loss of popu- 51)2‘.'@)%,@”%
larity on the part of Delegate Joseph van : f“&l?d”‘u @

only be told after the next election, If
the territory goes democratic by a safe
{majority Ihelieve the senate will hasten

! to pasgs the bill for the admission of New

Mexico into the union butif,on the other

hand, the territory should go republican, DO
the bill which 8 now before the senate, |
‘ favorably reported, will not be acted |

upon, 10t is reasonably certiin that |
the number of democrats in the senate

will Bie inercased by the admission ul'l E
| New Mexico, the tervitory will be ad- a t

[mitted, but if a repnblican delegate

should bie eleeted at the coming election, |
[ helieve that statehood would still be |
long wiy off for New Mexico.

President  Cleveland  has  admitted

‘ the justice of the eluims of New Mexico

for udmission and there i not the

glightest doubt but that he would sign

the bill promptly should it be passed by

congress, As the bill stands now it will |
hayve to go back to the house after have

ing pussel the senate beeauge there have

been some changes made in the house |
bill by the senate committee on territo-

ries, but it could be reached on the |
house ealendar it the senate does not |
delay its action on the bill too long. The |
next session of congress ig a short one, |
it entire duration being only three |
months, and some time will be lost in

the customary holiday vacation so that

there will really be no more than ten |
weeks of actnal work,

During the forty-third congress a bill
for the admisgion of New Mexico passed
both honses of congress, The bill passed |
the house by a vote of 160 1o 54 on May |
21, 1874, andl at the second session of that |
congress, of the 24th day of February, |
1875, the bill, with some glight amend-
ments, passed the senate by o vote of 42 |
to 11 but it renched the house so late in
the session that it was not considered in
thut body,  When it passed the senate
there was bt o week of the session re-
mainingand in the rush of the closing
spasion it could not be hrought ap in the
honse,  Just snelea sitnation may pre-
sent itself during the coming session of |
thig congress but it is hardly probable.
I the weritary shoubil be saiely demo-
eratic 1 do not think that the senate
would lose any time affer its meeting in

[ Doceniber in passing the bill for the ul-

miseion of New Moxico, and it could

then bereselied by the house in smple

thme. The demoeratic majority there is

large enotigh to tke the Dill apand pass |
it promptly.

r'l‘lu- denioerats of the territory in con-

vention assembled  next month - at

Las  Croces  should seleet the

best and  strongest man in

ghe party for candidute for delegate at |
the next election ag upon 4 woold  dem-!
peratic majority, in my opinion, hangs
the only hope of statehood for New Mex-,
{eo for some time Lo come. |
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MEATY

If you do it will

PAY YOU

R. H.
SPEED
& CO,

who always have fine,
fat beef, pork and
mutton.

Give them a call and
be convinced.
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